
mittee, gain more if the diploma was considered of second-
ary importance, and the examination made the real test.
To prevent any misunderstanding and determine what

schools should be recognized, the Council, October 7, 1874,
and the Society, by its concurrent action the same day,
voted :

That tickets or diplomas of Botanic, Eclectic or Homoe-
opathic colleges, or of colleges devoted to any peculiar or
exclusive system of medicine, are considered irregular,
and will not be recognized under any circumstances ;
And, That certificates from teachers, who practise anypeculiar or exclusive system of medicine, who advertise, or

who violate in any way the code of ethics adopted by the
profession in this State, will not be taken, even though the
teacher himself be a regular graduate in medicine.
It seems evident to the Committee that, without such a

vote of restriction, the Council could, if they saw fit, recog-
nize the diploma of any eclectic or homœopathie school as
evidence of such an education as is required by By-Law I.

The Committee are of the opinion that the present
policy of the Society is as illiberal as it is unjust and un-

wise. They believe that any physician apparently well
educated should have the right, at least, to be examined as
to his educational qualification in the branches specified in
By-Law I. The education furnished by some of the
eclectic and homoeopathic schools in these branches is
equal in its character and thoroughness to that furnished
by many of the schools now recognized by the Council,
and superior to some of them. The text-books used are,
with few exceptions, identical. It does seem, therefore,
unjust to require a graduate from these proscribed schools,
without exception, to spend three years more in acquiring
another diploma. Such a requirement must practically be
a bar to admission to the Society. The Committee believe
that a graduate from any school which the Council may
recognize as furnishing the required education, and who
proposes to renounce eclecticism, homoeopathy or other ex-
clusive dogma, should have the right to be examined for
admission, and, having passed the required examination,
should be admitted to the Society, fulfilling of course the
other requirements for membership, as stated in the By-
LaWS.
It seems to the Committee that any well educated physi-

cian, whatever his previous belief or affiliations may have
been, who renounces his past errors and wishes to adopt
the truer and more rational practice of this Society should
not be debarred by an iron rule, but rather welcomed and
encouraged. Such liberality and wisdom of action on the
part of the Society will commend itself not only to the
profession at large, but to the community, and deprive the
advocates of homoeopathy and eclecticism of the role of
martyr, which has done so much to promote and perpetu-
ate homoeopathy and eclecticism in this country. With
this end in view the Committee recommend the repeal of
the second and third paragraphs of the vote just read.Should these paragraphs be repealed, the Committee
will report at the next meeting of the Council the names

of such eclectic and homoeopathic schools as, in their
opinion, furnish the required education, and which should
therefore be recognized by the Council.

Wm. L. Richardson.
A. H. COWDRET.
Edward J. Forster.

Correspondence.
DR. H. O. MARCY AND THE MURDOCK LIQUID

FOOD HOSPITAL.
116 Boylston St., Boston, February 15, 1888.

Ma. Editor,
—

Permit me the favor of your columns to
inform any interested that I am not connected with the
Free Surgical Hospital for Women, supported by the Mur-
dock Liquid Food Company. I gave much time without
compensation to its organization, with the understanding
that it should be a great charity, worthy of the approval of

the most critical, conducive alike to the relief of suffering
and the proper teaching of Gynecology, both clinically
and in journalistic form. Having failed to secure that
which I thought the profession demanded, after consulta-
tion with eminent medical men, I felt it obligatory to
withdraw last July.

Very respectfully,
Henry O Marcy, M.D.

SANITARY CONDITION OF WATERTOWN AR-
SENAL.

Watertowx A i is ex ai.,
Watertowx, .Mass., February 13, 1888.

Mi: Editor,
—

Your editorial on the required sanitary
improvements at this arsenal, found in the number issued
February 9th, does not do justice to Dr. Alfred Hosmer,
late Post Surgeon here, who held lhat office for eight (8)
years with entire satisfaction to the authorities ; and it re-
llecls injuriously upon the efficient Contract Surgeons at
the Watervliet and Frankford Arsenals.
Without detracting from the merits of the present Post

Surgeon, Dr. McKee, who lias been active in the matter, it
is due to Dr. Hosmer to say that it is through no fault or

neglect o? his that a better system of sewerage does not
exist at this post. The original report on the subject was
made by him, and he pointed out that while the sanitary
condition of the post was now good, the existence of numer-
ous open cesspools endangered it, and he made efforts to
effect the improvements needed.

Respectfully, your ob't. servant,
F. H. Parker,

Lt.-Col. Ord. Dept. U.S.A., Commanding.
[The editorial in question recognized previous reports

on the sanitary condition of the Watertown Arsenal. It
had not occurred to us that it would be interpreted as re-
flecting upon the Contract Surgeons. We had in mind es-

pecially the dilatoriness of Congress, and the difficulty of
procuring congressional action upon such a matter as

this.—Ed.]
THE NEED OF A NEW HOSPITAL AT RAINS-

FORD ISLAND.
Boston, February 19, 1888.

Mn. Editor,
—

The Directors of Public Institutions, in
their report of a year ago, asked for an appropriation for a
new hospital at Rainsford Island, in Boston Harbor. The
request attracted no particular attention, and was passed
over by the City Government. The Directors now renew

it, and speak of the need in strong terms. As I have been
a member of the Board, and know from personal observa-
tion how crying the need is, I am anxious to add my testi-
mony, in the hope of awakening the attention of the pro-
fession, and of the community in general to this mal ter, so
that it may not be ignored a second time.
The institution at Rainsford is for male paupers. The

chief building is fairly good, but the hospital is outrage-
ously bad. It is one of the familiar landmarks of the outer
harbor, a caricature of a Grecian temple. I do not know
how long it has been used as a hospital, but, unless I am

greatly mistaken, for upwards of thirty years. It is old,
unventilated, dirty, crowded, and absolutely repulsive. I
do not think I am using too strong language in calling it
a disgrace to the city. I have not been inside the build-
ing for some two years, but 1 am credibly informed that it
has not improved during that time. When I was on the
Hoard an effort was made to remedy the over-crowding, but
the gain was not very great, and, I believe, not permanent.
The building is so old and bad that any attempt at renova-
tion would be a mere waste of money. A new building is
needed. The Directors in their recent report speak
plainly ; but it is to be feared that if no general interest is
taken in the matter they may again speak in vain. I am
sure that if the public appreciate the state of affairs their
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request will meet with the success it deserves. Common
humanity demands better provision for the sick paupers.

Thomas Dwight, M.D.

"FOURTH YEAR" GRADUATES HARVARD
MEDICAL SCHOOL, 1886-87.

Allston, February 18, 1888.
Mb. Editor,— I notice in the Boston Medical and Sur-

gical Journal of February 16th, on page 183, an editorial
article entitled, " Annual Report of the Harvard Medi-
cal School, 1886-87," in which you state that the fourth
year class of 1886-87 numbered twenty-one, that eleven of
them applied for the degree, and that five received it.

I have before me the catalogues of the Medical School
for that year, and also the last commencement programme,
which contains a list of those upon whom degrees were con-
ferred. 1 find on this programme, on page 6, the name of
but one member of the above class, which seems to declare
that he was the only one of that class on whom that degree
was conferred.
I have a copy of the official report of examinations, as

posted on the bulletin boards of the Medical School, which
shows that but one man of the fourth year class, viz., No.
17, was properly entitled to the degree. How, then, can
the president report that five received it ? As I was the
No. 17, you will pardon me for calling attention to this
statement. It is not justice to me that such a misleading
statement should be published in so accurate a paper as
the JOURNAL, and I am sure that if those who spend four
years in working for a special degree are not to receive
due credit for their work, it cannot be expected that others
will spend their time in a similar manner.

I do not know the five to whom reference is made, but I
do know that only one from my class was properly entitled
to the degree.
I trust that this correction will find a place in i our next

issue. Very truly yours,
E. Scott Dow, M.D.

[The ipsissima verba of the President's report were given
in our editorial. If there be any error it is his. There
seems to be a confusion between the fourth year degree,
and the same cum laude.— Ed.]

A CASE OF H\l=AE\MATURIA.
Lowell, February 14, 1888.

Mb. Editor,
—

A case of hsematuria occurring in my
practice may throw a little light on Dr. Beane's case,
[Journal, Feb. 9th, p. 148]. A man fifty years old came to
me on account of finding blood in his urine. He had had the
same trouble two years previous, and had been treated with
ergot, tannic acid, etc., by our best practitioners without
benefit. The first attack ended after a month's duration. The
attack began four days before I saw him. Examination of the
last urine showed nothing abnormal except blood and slight
trace of albumen. Physical examination of patient nega-
tive. I concluded that the ha?maturia was functional,
analogous to certain cases of nose-bleed, and decided to give
him a general tonic and a renal stimulant. On the even-

ing previous to his appointment with me he attended a
Masonic supper, and took, contrary to custom, some rum

pudding, which cured his hsematuria completely, and pre-
vented me from prescribing. He has remained well
since. Very truly yours,

J. Arthur Gage, M.D.

REPORTED MORTALITY FOR THE WEEK ENDING FEBRUARY 11, 1888.

Cities.
Estimated
Population.

Reported
Deaths in
each.

New York .

Philadelphia
Brooklyn .

Chicago .

St. Louis
Baltimore .

Boston . .

New Orleans
Buffalo
District of Columbia
Pittsburgh
Montreal
Milwaukee
Providence
Richmond
New Haven
Nashville
Charleston
Portland .

Worcester
Lowell. .

Cambridge
Fall River
Lynn . .

Lawrence.
Springfield
New Bedford
Somerville
Salem .

Holyoke
Chelsea
Taunton
Haverhill.
Gloucester
Brockton
Newton
Maiden
Fitchburg
Waltham .

Newhuryport
Northampton

1,481,920
993,801
745,108
725,000
420,000
417,000
400,000
242,750
225,000
210,000
210,000
186,257
170,000
121,000
100,000
80,000
65,000
60,145
40,000
68,383
64,051
59,660
56,863
45,861
38,825
37,577
33,393
29,992
28,084
27,894
25,709
23,674
21,795
21,713
20,783
19,759
16,407
15,375
14,609
13,716
12,896

740
428

165
213
102

100
66

69

13
36
24
26
32
24
20
12
25

10
9
14

9
10
10
5

Percentage of Deaths from

Infectious
Diseases.

20.58
9.89

9.76
9.40
7.84

1.50
7.60

21.75

7.69
5.56
4.16
23.10
15.65
4.16

16.66
8.00

10.00
22.22
21.42

44.44

20.00

Consump-
tion.

25.06
16.56

17.08
25.38
15.68

.50
28.81

10.15

15.38
5.56

15.40
25.04
20.80
20.00
25 00
24.00

33.33
7.14

11.11
10.00
40.00

20.00

12.50
33.33
33.33

Diph. &
Croup.

9.94
3.45

.61
4.23
3.92

.01
6.08

11.60

2.78
4.16
7.70
9.39
4.16

8.33

22.22
14.28

11.11

20.00

Diarrhœal
Diseases.

2.80
1.84

1.83
.47
.98

Scarlet
Fever.

4.06
.69

.61
1.41

.02

3.13

4.00

33.33
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